
World Journal of 
Gastroenterology

World Journal of 
Gastroenterology

W
orld Journal of G

astroenterology             w
w

w
.w

jgnet.com
          Volum

e 15             N
um

ber 9          M
ar 07             2009  

Volume 15 Number 9
March 7, 2009

ISSN 1007-9327 CN 14-1219/R  Local Post Offices Code No. 82-261

ISSN 1007-9327
CN 14-1219/R

Baishideng
百世登

A Weekly Journal of Gastroenterology and Hepatology

Indexed and Abstracted in:
Current Contents®/Clinical Medicine, Science 
Citation Index Expanded (also known as 
SciSearch®) and Journal Citation Reports/Science 
Edition, Index Medicus, MEDLINE and PubMed, 
Chemical Abstracts, EMBASE/Excerpta Medica, 
Abstracts Journals, Nature Clinical Practice 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, CAB Abstracts 
and Global Health. 
ISI JCR 2003-2000 IF: 3.318, 2.532, 1.445 and 0.993.

Volume 15 Number 9
March 7, 2009

World J Gastroenterol
2009 March 7; 15(9): 1025-1152

Online Submissions
wjg.wjgnet.com

www.wjgnet.com
   Printed on Acid-free Paper

Published by The WJG Press and Baishideng 
Room 903, Building D, Ocean International Center,

No. 62 Dongsihuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100025, China
Telephone: +86-10-59080039

Fax: +86-10-85381893
E-mail: wjg@wjgnet.com
http://www.wjgnet.com

™©

I S S N  1 0  0 7  -   9  3 2  7

9    7 7 1 0  07   9 3 2 0 45

0  9



World Journal of 
Gastroenterology

Editorial Board
2007-2009

™©Baishideng
百世登

Editorial Office: World Journal of Gastroenterology
Room 903, Building D, Ocean International Center

No. 62 Dongsihuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100025, China
E-mail: wjg@wjgnet.com  http://www.wjgnet.com  Telephone: 0086-10-5908-0039  Fax: 0086-10-8538-1893

HONORARY EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Montgomery Bissell, San Francisco
James L Boyer, New Haven
Chao-Long Chen, Kaohsiung
Ke-Ji Chen, Beijing
Li-Fang Chou, Taipei
Jacques V Dam, Stanford
Martin H Floch, New Haven
Guadalupe Garcia-Tsao, New Haven
Zhi-Qiang Huang, Beijing
Shinn-Jang Hwang, Taipei
Ira M Jacobson, New York
Derek Jewell, Oxford
Emmet B Keeffe, Palo Alto
Min-Liang Kuo, Taipei
Nicholas F LaRusso, Rochester
Jie-Shou Li, Nanjing
Geng-Tao Liu, Beijing
Lein-Ray Mo, Tainan
Bo-Rong Pan, Xi'an
Fa-Zu Qiu, Wuhan[3]

Eamonn M Quigley, Cork
David S Rampton, London
Rafiq A Sheikh, Sacramento
Rudi Schmid, Kentfield[1]

Nicholas J Talley, Rochester
Sun-Lung Tsai, Young-Kang City
Guido NJ Tytgat, Amsterdam
Hsiu-Po Wang, Taipei
Jaw-Ching Wu, Taipei
Meng-Chao Wu, Shanghai
Ming-Shiang Wu, Taipei
Jia-Yu Xu, Shanghai
Ta-Sen Yeh, Taoyuan
Ming-Lung Yu, Kaohsiung

PRESIDENT AND EDITOR-IN-
CHIEF
Lian-Sheng Ma, Beijing

STRATEGY ASSOCIATE 
EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Peter Draganov, Florida
Ronnie Fass, Tucson
Hugh J Freeman, Vancouver 
John P Geibel, New Haven 
Maria Concepción Gutiérrez-Ruiz, México
Kazuhiro Hanazaki, Kochi
Akio Inui, Kagoshima
Kalpesh Jani, Vadodara
Sanaa M Kamal, Cairo
Ioannis E Koutroubakis, Heraklion
Jose JG Marin, Salamanca
Javier S Martin, Punta del Este
Natalia A Osna, Omaha
Jose Sahel, Marseille 
Ned Snyder, Galveston
Nathan Subramaniam, Brisbane
Wei Tang, Tokyo
Alan BR Thomson, Edmonton
Paul Joseph Thuluvath, Baltimore
James F Trotter, Denver
Shingo Tsuji, Osaka 
Harry HX Xia, Hanover
Yoshio Yamaoka, Houston
Jesue K Yamamoto-Furusho, México

ASSOCIATE EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Gianfranco D Alpini, Temple
Bruno Annibale, Roma

www.wjgnet.com I

The World Journal of Gastroenterology Editorial Board consists of 1179 members, representing a team of worldwide experts in 
gastroenterology and hepatology. They are from 60 countries, including Albania (1), Argentina (4), Australia (38), Austria (11), 
Belarus (1), Belgium (15), Brazil (2), Bulgaria (1), Canada (25), Chile (1), China (59), Croatia (2), Cuba (1), Czech (2), Denmark (7), 
Egypt (4), Estonia (1), Finland (4), France (42), Germany (106), Greece (9), Hungary (2), Iceland (1), India (12), Iran (4), Ireland (4), 
Israel (8), Italy (94), Japan (168), Lebanon (3), Lithuania (1), Macedonia (1), Malaysia (3), Mexico (6), Monaco (1), Morocco (1), The 
Netherlands (27), New Zealand (1), Nigeria (1), Norway (3), Pakistan (2), Peru (1), Poland (6), Portugal (1), Russia (3), Saudi Arabia 
(2), Serbia (1), Singapore (4), Slovakia (2), Slovenia (1), South Africa (2), South Korea (14), Spain (36), Sweden (15), Switzerland (13), 
Turkey (8), United Arab Emirates (1), United Kingdom (80), United States (308), and Uruguay (2).

Roger W Chapman, Oxford
Chi-Hin Cho, Hong Kong
Alexander L Gerbes, Munich
Shou-Dong Lee, Taipei
Walter E Longo, New Haven
You-Yong Lu, Beijing
Masao Omata, Tokyo

BIOSTATISTICAL EDITOR
Liang-Ping Hu, Beijing

MEMBERS OF THE EDITORIAL 
BOARD 

Bashkim Resuli, Tirana 

Julio H Carri, Córdoba 
Carlos J Pirola, Buenos Aires
Silvia Sookoian, Buenos Aires
Adriana M Torres, Rosario 

Leon Anton Adams, Nedlands
Minoti V Apte, Liverpool 
Richard B Banati, Lidcombe 
Michael R Beard, Adelaide 
Patrick Bertolino, Sydney 

Albania

Argentina

Australia



Andrew V Biankin, Sydney
Filip Braet, Sydney
Andrew D Clouston, Sydney
Graham Cooksley, Queensland
Darrell HG Crawford, Brisbane
Adrian G Cummins, Woodville South
Guy D Eslick, Sydney
Michael A Fink, Melbourne
Robert JL Fraser, Daw Park
Peter Raymond Gibson, Victoria
Jacob George, Westmead
Mark D Gorrell, Sydney
Yik-Hong Ho, Townsville
Gerald J Holtmann, Adelaide
Michael Horowitz, Adelaide
John E Kellow, Sydney
Rupert Leong, Concord
Geoffrey W McCaughan, Sydney
Finlay A Macrae, Victoria
Daniel Markovich, Brisbane
Phillip S Oates, Perth
Jacqui Richmond, Victoria
Stephen M Riordan, Sydney
Ian C Roberts-Thomson, Adelaide
Devanshi Seth, Camperdown
Arthur Shulkes, Melbourne
Ross C Smith, Sydney
Kevin J Spring, Brisbane
Huy A Tran, New South Wales
Debbie Trinder, Fremantle
Martin J Veysey, Gosford
Daniel L Worthley, Bedford

Belarus

Rudi Beyaert, Gent
Bart Rik De Geest, Leuven
Inge I Depoortere, Leuven
Olivier Detry, Liège
Benedicte Y De Winter, Antwerp
Karel Geboes, Leuven
Thierry Gustot, Brussels
Yves J Horsmans, Brussels
Geert G Leroux-Roels, Ghent
Louis Libbrecht, Leuven
Etienne M Sokal, Brussels
Marc Peeters, De Pintelaan
Gert A Van Assche, Leuven
Yvan Vandenplas, Brussels
Eddie Wisse, Keerbergen

Heitor Rosa, Goiania
Ana Cristina Simões e Silva, Belo Horizonte

Zahariy Krastev, Sofia

Fernando Alvarez, Québec
David Armstrong, Ontario
Jeffrey P Baker, Toronto
Olivier Barbier, Québec
Nancy Baxter, Toronto
Frank J Burczynski, Manitoba
Michael F Byrne, Vancouver
Wang-Xue Chen, Ottawa
Samuel S Lee, Calgary
Gary A Levy, Toronto
Andrew L Mason, Alberta
John K Marshall, Ontario
Donna-Marie McCafferty, Calgary
Thomas I Michalak, St. John's
Gerald Y Minuk, Manitoba
Paul Moayyedi, Hamilton
Kostas Pantopoulos, Québec
William G Paterson, Kingston
Eldon Shaffer, Calgary
Martin Storr, Calgary
Elena F Verdu, Ontario
Waliul Khan, Ontario
John L Wallace, Calgary
Eric M Yoshida, Vancouver

Hong Xiao, Shanghai
Dong-Liang Yang, Wuhan
Winnie Yeo, Hong Kong
Yuan Yuan, Shenyang
Man-Fung Yuen, Hong Kong
Jian-Zhong Zhang, Beijing
Xin-Xin Zhang, Shanghai
Bo-Jian Zheng, Hong Kong 
Shu Zheng, Hangzhou

Tamara Cacev, Zagreb
Marko Duvnjak, Zagreb

Damian C Rodriguez, Havana

Milan Jirsa, Praha
Pavel Trunečka, Prague

Peter Bytzer, Copenhagen
Asbjørn M Drewes, Aalborg
Hans Gregersen, Aalborg
Jens H Henriksen, Hvidovre
Claus P Hovendal, Odense
Fin S Larsen, Copenhagen
Søren Møller, Hvidovre

Abdel-Rahman El-Zayadi, Giza
Amr M Helmy, Cairo
Ayman Yosry, Cairo

Riina Salupere, Tartu

Irma E Jarvela, Helsinki
Katri M Kaukinen, Tampere
Minna Nyström, Helsinki
Pentti Sipponen, Espoo

Bettaieb Ali, Dijon
Anne Corlu, Rennes
Denis Ardid, Clermont-Ferrand
Charles P Balabaud, Bordeaux
Soumeya Bekri, Rouen
Jacques Belghiti, Clichy
Jacques Bernuau, Clichy Cedex
Pierre Brissot, Rennes
Patrice P Cacoub, Paris
Franck Carbonnel, Besancon
Laurent Castera, Pessac
Bruno Clément, Rennes
Benoit Coffin, Colombes
Thomas Decaens, Cedex
Francoise L Fabiani, Angers

Peter Ferenci, Vienna
Valentin Fuhrmann, Vienna
Alfred Gangl, Vienna
Christoph Gasche, Vienna
Kurt Lenz, Linz
Markus Peck-Radosavljevic, Vienna
Rudolf E Stauber, Auenbruggerplatz
Herbert Tilg, Innsbruck
Michael Trauner, Graz
Harald Vogelsang, Vienna
Guenter Weiss, Innsbruck

Austria 

Yury K Marakhouski, Minsk

Belgium

Brazil

Bulgaria

Canada

Silvana Zanlungo, Santiago
Chile

Henry LY Chan, Hong Kong
Xiao-Ping Chen, Wuhan
Zong-Jie Cui, Beijing
Da-Jun Deng, Beijing
Er-Dan Dong, Beijing
Sheung-Tat Fan, Hong Kong
Jin Gu, Beijing
Xin-Yuan Guan, Pokfulam
De-Wu Han, Taiyuan
Ming-Liang He, Hong Kong
Wayne HC Hu, Hong Kong
Chee-Kin Hui, Hong Kong
Ching-Lung Lai, Hong Kong
Kam Chuen Lai, Hong Kong
James YW Lau, Hong Kong
Yuk-Tong Lee, Hong Kong
Suet-Yi Leung, Hong Kong
Wai-Keung Leung, Hong Kong
John M Luk, Pokfulam
Chung-Mau Lo, Hong Kong
Jing-Yun Ma, Beijing
Ronnie Tung Ping Poon, Hong Kong
Lun-Xiu Qin, Shanghai
Yu-Gang Song, Guangzhou
Qin Su, Beijing
Wai-Man Wong, Hong Kong

China

Croatia

Cuba

Czech

Denmark

Egypt

Estonia

Finland

France

www.wjgnet.comⅡ



www.wjgnet.com Ⅲ

Gérard Feldmann, Paris
Jean Fioramonti, Toulouse
Jean-Noël Freund, Strasbourg
Catherine Guettier, Villejuif
Chantal Housset, Paris
Juan L Iovanna, Marseille
Rene Lambert, Lyon
Patrick Marcellin, Paris
Philippe Mathurin, Lille
Tamara Matysiak-Budnik, Paris
Francis Mégraud, Bordeaux
Richard Moreau, Clichy
Thierry Piche, Nice
Raoul Poupon, Paris
Jean Rosenbaum, Bordeaux
Dominique Marie Roulot, Bobigny
Thierry Poynard, Paris
Jean-Philippe Salier, Rouen
Didier Samuel, Villejuif
Jean-Yves Scoazec, Lyon
Alain L Servin, Châtenay-Malabry
Khalid A Tazi, Clichy
Emmanuel Tiret, Paris
Baumert F Thomas, Strasbourg
Jean-Pierre H Zarski, Grenoble
Jessica Zucman-Rossi, Paris

Jörg C Kalff, Bonn
Ralf Jakobs, Ludwigshafen
Jutta Keller, Hamburg
Andrej Khandoga, Munich
Sibylle Koletzko, München
Stefan Kubicka, Hannover
Joachim Labenz, Siegen
Frank Lammert, Bonn
Thomas Langmann, Regensburg
Christian Liedtke, Aachen
Matthias Löhr, Mannheim
Christian Maaser, Muenster
Ahmed Madisch, Dresden
Peter Malfertheiner, Magdeburg
Michael P Manns, Hannover
Helmut Messmann, Augsburg
Stephan Miehlke, Dresden
Sabine Mihm, Göttingen
Silvio Nadalin, Essen
Markus F Neurath, Mainz
Johann Ockenga, Berlin
Florian Obermeier, Regensburg
Gustav Paumgartner, Munich
Ulrich KS Peitz, Magdeburg
Markus Reiser, Bochum
Emil C Reisinger, Rostock
Steffen Rickes, Magdeburg
Tilman Sauerbruch, Bonn
Dieter Saur, Munich
Hans Scherubl, Berlin
Joerg Schirra, Munich
Roland M Schmid, München
Volker Schmitz, Bonn
Andreas G Schreyer, Regensburg
Tobias Schroeder, Essen
Henning Schulze-Bergkamen, Mainz
Hans Seifert, Oldenburg
Norbert Senninger, Muenster
Manfred V Singer, Mannheim
Gisela Sparmann, Rostock
Christian J Steib, München
Jurgen M Stein, Frankfurt
Ulrike S Stein, Berlin
Manfred Stolte, Bayreuth
Christian P Strassburg, Hannover
Wolfgang R Stremmel, Heidelberg
Harald F Teutsch, Ulm
Robert Thimme, Freiburg
Hans L Tillmann, Leipzig
Tung-Yu Tsui, Regensburg
Axel Ulsenheimer, Munich
Patrick Veit-Haibach, Essen
Claudia Veltkamp, Heidelberg
Siegfried Wagner, Deggendorf
Henning Walczak, Heidelberg
Heiner Wedemeyer, Hannover
Fritz von Weizsacker, Berlin
Jens Werner, Heidelberg
Bertram Wiedenmann, Berlin
Reiner Wiest, Regensburg
Stefan Wirth, Wuppertal
Stefan JP Zeuzem, Homburg

Alexandra A Alexopoulou, Athens
George N Dalekos, Larissa
Christos Dervenis, Athens
Melanie Maria Deutsch, Athens
Tsianos Epameinondas, Ioannina
Elias A Kouroumalis, Heraklion
George Papatheodoridis, Athens
Spiros Sgouros, Athens

Peter L Lakatos, Budapest
Zsuzsa Szondy, Debrecen

Hallgrimur Gudjonsson, Reykjavik

Philip Abraham, Mumbai
Rakesh Aggarwal, Lucknow
Kunissery A Balasubramanian, Vellore
Deepak Kumar Bhasin, Chandigarh
Sujit K Bhattacharya, Kolkata
Yogesh K Chawla, Chandigarh
Radha K Dhiman, Chandigarh
Sri Prakash Misra, Allahabad
Ramesh Roop Rai, Jaipur
Nageshwar D Reddy, Hyderabad
Rakesh Kumar Tandon, New Delhi

Mohammad Abdollahi, Tehran
Seyed-Moayed Alavian, Tehran
Reza Malekzadeh, Tehran
Seyed A Taghavi, Shiraz

Billy Bourke, Dublin
Ronan A Cahill, Cork
Anthony P Moran, Galway

Simon Bar-Meir, Hashomer
Abraham R Eliakim, Haifa
Zvi Fireman, Hadera
Yaron Ilan, Jerusalem
Avidan U Neumann, Ramat-Gan
Yaron Niv, Pardesia
Ran Oren, Tel Aviv
Ami D Sperber, Beer-Sheva

Hans-Dieter Allescher, G-Partenkirchen
Martin Anlauf, Kiel
Rudolf Arnold, Marburg
Max G Bachem, Ulm
Thomas F Baumert, Freiburg
Daniel C Baumgart, Berlin
Hubert Blum, Freiburg
Thomas Bock, Tuebingen
Katja Breitkopf, Mannheim
Dunja Bruder, Braunschweig
Markus W Büchler, Heidelberg
Christa Buechler, Regensburg
Reinhard Buettner, Bonn
Elke Cario, Essen
Uta Dahmen, Essen
Christoph F Dietrich, Bad Mergentheim
Arno J Dormann, Koeln 
Rainer J Duchmann, Berlin
Volker F Eckardt, Wiesbaden
Fred Fändrich, Kiel
Ulrich R Fölsch, Kiel
Helmut Friess, Heidelberg
Peter R Galle, Mainz
Nikolaus Gassler, Aachen
Andreas Geier, Aachen
Markus Gerhard, Munich
Wolfram H Gerlich, Giessen
Dieter Glebe, Giessen
Burkhard Göke, Munich
Florian Graepler, Tuebingen
Axel M Gressner, Aachen
Veit Gülberg, Munich
Rainer Haas, Munich
Eckhart G Hahn, Erlangen
Stephan Hellmig, Kiel
Martin Hennenberg, Bonn
Johannes Herkel, Hamburg
Klaus R Herrlinger, Stuttgart
Eva Herrmann, Homburg/Saar
Eberhard Hildt, Berlin
Joerg C Hoffmann, Berlin
Ferdinand Hofstaedter, Regensburg
Werner Hohenberger, Erlangen

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland

India

Iran

Ireland

Israel

Italy
Giovanni Addolorato, Roma
Luigi E Adinolfi, Naples
Domenico Alvaro, 
Vito Annese, San Giovanni Rotond
Filippo Ansaldi, Genoa
Adolfo F Attili, Roma
Giovanni Barbara, Bologna
Claudio Bassi, Verona
Gabrio Bassotti, Perugia
Pier M Battezzati, Milan
Stefano Bellentani, Carpi
Antomio Benedetti, Ancona
Mauro Bernardi, Bologna
Livia Biancone, Rome
Luigi Bonavina, Milano 
Flavia Bortolotti, Padova
Giuseppe Brisinda, Rome
Elisabetta Buscarini, Crema
Giovanni Cammarota, Roma



www.wjgnet.comIV

Kyoichi Adachi, Izumo
Yasushi Adachi, Sapporo
Taiji Akamatsu, Matsumoto
Sk Md Fazle Akbar, Ehime
Takafumi Ando, Nagoya
Akira Andoh, Otsu
Taku Aoki, Tokyo
Masahiro Arai, Tokyo
Tetsuo Arakawa, Osaka
Yasuji Arase, Tokyo
Hitoshi Asakura, Tokyo
Takeshi Azuma, Fukui 
Takahiro Fujimori, Tochigi
Jiro Fujimoto, Hyogo
Kazuma Fujimoto, Saga
Mitsuhiro Fujishiro, Tokyo
Yoshihide Fujiyama, Otsu
Hiroyuki Fukui, Tochigi
Hiroyuki Hanai, Hamamatsu
Naohiko Harada, Fukuoka
Makoto Hashizume, Fukuoka
Tetsuo Hayakawa, Nagoya
Toru Hiyama, Higashihiroshima
Kazuhide Higuchi, Osaka
Keisuke Hino, Ube
Keiji Hirata, Kitakyushu
Yuji Iimuro, Nishinomiya
Kenji Ikeda, Tokyo
Toru Ikegami, Fukuoka 
Kenichi Ikejima, Bunkyo-ku
Fumio Imazeki, Chiba
Yutaka Inagaki, Kanagawa
Yasuhiro Inokuchi, Yokohama
Haruhiro Inoue, Yokohama
Masayasu Inoue, Osaka
Hiromi Ishibashi, Nagasaki
Shunji Ishihara, Izumo
Toru Ishikawa, Niigata
Kei Ito, Sendai
Masayoshi Ito, Tokyo
Hiroaki Itoh, Akita
Ryuichi Iwakiri, Saga
Yoshiaki Iwasaki, Okayama
Terumi Kamisawa, Tokyo
Hiroshi Kaneko, Aichi-Gun
Shuichi Kaneko, Kanazawa
Takashi Kanematsu, Nagasaki
Mitsuo Katano, Fukuoka
Mototsugu Kato, Sapporo
Shinzo Kato, Tokyo
Norifumi Kawada, Osaka
Sunao Kawano, Osaka
Mitsuhiro Kida, Kanagawa
Yoshikazu Kinoshita, Izumo
Tsuneo Kitamura, Chiba
Seigo Kitano, Oita
Kazuhiko Koike, Tokyo
Norihiro Kokudo, Tokyo
Shoji Kubo, Osaka
Masatoshi Kudo, Osaka
Shigeki Kuriyama, Kagawa[2]

Katsunori Iijima, Sendai
Shin Maeda, Tokyo 
Shigeru Marubashi, Suita
Masatoshi Makuuchi, Tokyo
Osamu Matsui, Kanazawa
Yasuhiro Matsumura, Kashiwa
Yasushi Matsuzaki, Tsukuba
Kiyoshi Migita, Omura
Kenji Miki, Tokyo

Antonino Cavallari, Bologna
Giuseppe Chiarioni, Valeggio
Michele Cicala, Rome
Massimo Colombo, Milan
Amedeo Columbano, Cagliari
Massimo Conio, Sanremo
Dario Conte, Milano
Gino R Corazza, Pavia
Francesco Costa, Pisa
Antonio Craxi, Palermo
Silvio Danese, Milan 
Roberto de Franchis, Milano
Roberto De Giorgio, Bologna
Maria Stella De Mitri, Bologna
Giovanni D De Palma, Naples
Fabio Farinati, Padua
Giammarco Fava, Ancona
Francesco Feo, Sassari
Fiorucci Stefano, Perugia
Andrea Galli, Firenze
Valeria Ghisett, Turin
Gianluigi Giannelli, Bari
Edoardo G Giannini, Genoa
Paolo Gionchetti, Bologna
Fabio Grizzi, Milan
Salvatore Gruttadauria, Palermo
Mario Guslandi, Milano
Pietro Invernizzi, Milan
Ezio Laconi, Cagliari
Giacomo Laffi, Firenze
Giovanni Maconi, Milan
Lucia Malaguarnera, Catania
Emanuele D Mangoni, Napoli
Paolo Manzoni, Torino
Giulio Marchesini, Bologna
Fabio Marra, Florence
Marco Marzioni, Ancona
Roberto Mazzanti, Florence
Giuseppe Mazzella, Bologna
Giuseppe Montalto, Palermo
Giovanni Monteleone, Rome
Giovanni Musso, Torino
Gerardo Nardone, Napoli
Valerio Nobili, Rome
Fabio Pace, Milano
Luisi Pagliaro, Palermo
Francesco Pallone, Rome
Fabrizio R Parente, Milan
Maurizio Parola, Torino
Francesco Perri, San Giovanni Rotondo
Raffaele Pezzilli, Bologna
Alberto Pilotto, San Giovanni Rotondo
Alberto Piperno, Monza
Mario Pirisi, Novara
Anna C Piscaglia, Roma
Paolo Del Poggio, Treviglio
Gabriele B Porro, Milano
Piero Portincasa, Bari
Cosimo Prantera, Roma
Bernardino Rampone, Siena
Oliviero Riggio, Rome
Claudio Romano, Messina
Marco Romano, Napoli
Gerardo Rosati, Potenza
Mario Del Tacca, Pisa
Gloria Taliani, Rome
Pier A Testoni, Milan
Enrico Roda, Bologna
Domenico Sansonno, Bari
Vincenzo Savarino, Genova
Vincenzo Stanghellini, Bologna
Giovanni Tarantino, Naples
Roberto Testa, Genoa
Dino Vaira, Bologna

Japan

Tetsuya Mine, Kanagawa
Hiroto Miwa, Hyogo 
Masashi Mizokami, Nagoya
Yoshiaki Mizuguchi, Tokyo
Motowo Mizuno, Hiroshima
Morito Monden, Suita
Hisataka Moriwaki, Gifu
Yasuaki Motomura, Iizuka
Yoshiharu Motoo, Kanazawa
Naofumi Mukaida, Kanazawa
Kazunari Murakami, Oita
Kunihiko Murase, Tusima
Hiroaki Nagano, Suita
Masahito Nagaki, Gifu
Yujl Naito, Kyoto
Atsushi Nakajima, Yokohama
Hisato Nakajima, Tokyo
Hiroki Nakamura, Yamaguchi 
Shotaro Nakamura, Fukuoka
Mikio Nishioka, Niihama
Shuji Nomoto, Nagoya
Susumu Ohmada, Maebashi
Hirohide Ohnishi, Akita
Masayuki Ohta, Oita
Tetsuo Ohta, Kanazawa
Kazuichi Okazaki, Osaka
Katsuhisa Omagari, Nagasaki 
Saburo Onishi, Nankoku
Morikazu Onji, Ehime
Satoshi Osawa, Hamamatsu
Masanobu Oshima, Kanazawa
Hiromitsu Saisho, Chiba 
Hidetsugu Saito, Tokyo
Yutaka Saito, Tokyo
Michiie Sakamoto, Tokyo
Yasushi Sano, Chiba
Hiroki Sasaki, Tokyo
Iwao Sasaki, Sendai
Motoko Sasaki, Kanazawa
Chifumi Sato, Tokyo
Shuichi Seki, Osaka
Hiroshi Shimada, Yokohama
Mitsuo Shimada, Tokushima
Tomohiko Shimatan, Hiroshima
Hiroaki Shimizu, Chiba
Ichiro Shimizu, Tokushima
Yukihiro Shimizu, Kyoto
Shinji Shimoda, Fukuoka
Tooru Shimosegawa, Sendai
Tadashi Shimoyama, Hirosaki
Ken Shirabe, Iizuka City
Yoshio Shirai, Niigata
Katsuya Shiraki, Mie
Yasushi Shiratori, Okayama
Masayuki Sho, Nara
Yasuhiko Sugawara, Tokyo
Hidekazu Suzuki, Tokyo
Minoru Tada, Tokyo
Tadatoshi Takayama, Tokyo
Tadashi Takeda, Osaka
Kiichi Tamada, Tochigi 
Akira Tanaka, Kyoto
Eiji Tanaka, Matsumoto
Noriaki Tanaka, Okayama 
Shinji Tanaka, Hiroshima 
Hideki Taniguchi, Yokohama
Kyuichi Tanikawa, Kurume
Akira Terano, Shimotsugagun
Hitoshi Togash, Yamagata
Shinji Togo, Yokohama
Kazunari Tominaga, Osaka
Takuji Torimura, Fukuoka
Minoru Toyota, Sapporo



www.wjgnet.com Ⅴ 

Akihito Tsubota, Chiba
Takato Ueno, Kurume
Shinichi Wada, Tochigi
Hiroyuki Watanabe, Kanazawa
Toshio Watanabe, Osaka
Yuji Watanabe, Ehime
Toshiaki Watanabe, Tokyo
Chun-Yang Wen, Nagasaki
Satoshi Yamagiwa, Niigata
Koji Yamaguchi, Fukuoka
Takayuki Yamamoto, Yokkaichi
Takashi Yao, Fukuoka
Masashi Yoneda, Tochigi
Hiroshi Yoshida, Tokyo
Masashi Yoshida, Tokyo
Norimasa Yoshida, Kyoto
Hitoshi Yoshiji, Nara
Kentaro Yoshika, Toyoake
Masahide Yoshikawa, Kashihara
Katsutoshi Yoshizato, Higashihiroshima

Lebanon
Bassam N Abboud, Beirut
Ala I Sharara, Beirut
Joseph D Boujaoude, Beirut

Lithuania
Limas Kupcinskas, Kaunas

Macedonia
Vladimir C Serafimoski, Skopje

Malaysia
Andrew Seng Boon Chua, Ipoh
Khean-Lee Goh, Kuala Lumpur
Jayaram Menon, Sabah

Mexico
Diego Garcia-Compean, Monterrey
Eduardo R Marin-Lopez, Jesús García
Nahum Méndez-Sánchez, Mexico
Saúl Villa-Treviño, México

Monaco
Patrick Rampal, Monaco

Morocco
Abdellah Essaid, Rabat

The Netherlands
Ulrich Beuers, Amsterdam
Gerd Bouma, Amsterdam
Lee Bouwman, Leiden
J Bart A Crusius, Amsterdam
NKH de Boer, Amsterdam
Koert P de Jong, Groningen
Henrike Hamer, Maastricht
Frank Hoentjen, Haarlem
Janine K Kruit, Groningen

Ernst J Kuipers, Rotterdam
CBHW Lamers, Leiden
Ton Lisman, Utrecht
Yi Liu, Amsterdam
Jeroen Maljaars, Maastricht
Servaas Morré, Amsterdam
Chris JJ Mulder, Amsterdam
Michael Müller, Wageningen
Amado S Peña, Amsterdam
Robert J Porte, Groningen
Ingrid B Renes, Rotterdam
Andreas Smout, Utrecht
Paul E Sijens, Groningen
Reinhold W Stockbrugger, Maastricht
Luc JW van der Laan, Rotterdam
Karel van Erpecum, Utrecht
Gerard P VanBerge-Henegouwen,Utrecht

New Zealand
Ian D Wallace, Auckland

Nigeria
Samuel B Olaleye, Ibadan

Norway 
Trond Berg, Oslo 
Tom H Karlsen, Oslo
Helge L Waldum, Trondheim 

Pakistan
Muhammad S Khokhar, Lahore
Syed MW Jafri, Karachi

Peru
Hector H Garcia, Lima

Poland
Tomasz Brzozowski, Cracow 
Robert Flisiak, Bialystok
Hanna Gregorek, Warsaw
Dariusz M Lebensztejn, Bialystok
Wojciech G Polak, Wroclaw
Marek Hartleb, Katowice

Portugal 
Miguel C De Moura, Lisbon

Russia 
Vladimir T Ivashkin, Moscow 
Leonid Lazebnik, Moscow 
Vasiliy I Reshetnyak, Moscow 

Saudi Arabia
Ibrahim A Al Mofleh, Riyadh
Ahmed Helmy, Riyadh

Serbia
Dusan M Jovanovic, Sremska Kamenica

Singapore 
Bow Ho, Singapore
Khek-Yu Ho, Singapore
Fock Kwong Ming, Singapore
Francis Seow-Choen, Singapore

Slovakia
Silvia Pastorekova, Bratislava
Anton Vavrecka, Bratislava

Slovenia
Sasa Markovic, Ljubljana

South Africa
Rosemary Joyce Burnett, Pretoria
Michael C Kew, Parktown

South Korea
Byung Ihn Choi, Seoul
Ho Soon Choi, Seoul
Marie Yeo, Suwon
Sun Pyo Hong, Gyeonggi-do
Jae J Kim, Seoul
Jin-Hong Kim, Suwon 
Myung-Hwan Kim, Seoul 
Chang Hong Lee, Seoul
Jeong Min Lee, Seoul
Jong Kyun Lee, Seoul
Eun-Yi Moon, Seoul
Jae-Gahb Park, Seoul 
Dong Wan Seo, Seoul 
Byung Chul Yoo, Seoul

Spain
Juan G Abraldes, Barcelona 
Agustin Albillos, Madrid
Raul J Andrade, Málaga
Luis Aparisi, Valencia
Fernando Azpiroz, Barcelona 
Ramon Bataller, Barcelona 
Josep M Bordas, Barcelona 
Jordi Camps, Catalunya
Andres Cardenas, Barcelona
Vicente Carreño, Madrid
Jose Castellote, Barcelona
Antoni Castells, Barcelona 
Vicente Felipo, Valencia
Juan C Garcia-Pagán, Barcelona 
Jaime B Genover, Barcelona
Javier P Gisbert, Madrid
Jaime Guardia, Barcelona 
Isabel Fabregat, Barcelona
Mercedes Fernandez, Barcelona 
Angel Lanas, Zaragoza 
Juan-Ramón Larrubia, Guadalajara
Laura Lladóa, Barcelona
María IT López, Jaén
José M Mato, Derio
Juan F Medina, Pamplona
Miguel A Muñoz-Navas, Pamplona
Julian Panes, Barcelona 
Miguel M Perez, Valencia
Miguel Perez-Mateo, Alicante 



Josep M Pique, Barcelona
Jesús M Prieto, Pamplona
Sabino Riestra, Pola De Siero
Luis Rodrigo, Oviedo
Manuel Romero-Gómez, Sevilla
Joan Roselló-Catafau, Barcelona

Sweden
Einar S Björnsson, Gothenburg
Curt Einarsson, Huddinge 
Per M Hellström, Stockholm
Ulf Hindorf, Lund
Elisabeth Hultgren-Hörnquist, Örebro 
Anders E Lehmann, Mölndal
Hanns-Ulrich Marschall, Stockholm
Lars C Olbe, Molndal 
Lars A Pahlman, Uppsala
Matti Sallberg, Stockholm
Magnus Simrén, Göteborg
Xiao-Feng Sun, Linköping 
Ervin Tóth, Malmö
Weimin Ye, Stockholm
Christer S von Holstein, Lund

Switzerland
Chrish Beglinger, Basel 
Pierre A Clavien, Zurich
Jean-Francois Dufour, Bern
Franco Fortunato, Zurich
Jean L Frossard, Geneva
Gerd A Kullak-Ublick, Zurich
Pierre Michetti, Lausanne
Francesco Negro, Genève
Bruno Stieger, Zurich 
Radu Tutuian, Zurich
Stephan R Vavricka, Zurich
Gerhard Rogler, Zurich
Arthur Zimmermann, Berne 

Turkey
Yusuf Bayraktar, Ankara 
Figen Gurakan, Ankara 
Aydin Karabacakoglu, Konya
Serdar Karakose, Konya
Hizir Kurtel, Istanbul
Osman C Ozdogan, Istanbul
Özlem Yilmaz, Izmir
Cihan Yurdaydin, Ankara 

United Arab Emirates
Sherif M Karam, Al-Ain

United Kingdom
David H Adams, Birmingham
Simon Afford, Birmingham 
Navneet K Ahluwalia, Stockport
Ahmed Alzaraa, Manchester
Lesley A Anderson, Belfast
Charalambos G Antoniades, London
Anthony TR Axon, Leeds 
Qasim Aziz, Manchester
Nicholas M Barnes, Birmingham
Jim D Bell, London
Mairi Brittan, London
Alastair D Burt, Newcastle

Simon S Campbell, Manchester
Simon R Carding, Leeds
Paul J Ciclitira, London
Eithne Costello, Liverpool
Tatjana Crnogorac-Jurcevic, London
Harry Dalton, Truro
Amar P Dhillon, London
William Dickey, Londonderry
James E East, London
Emad M El-Omar, Aberdeen
Ahmed M Elsharkawy, Newcastle Upon Tyne
Annette Fristscher-Ravens, London
Elizabeth Furrie, Dundee
Daniel R Gaya, Edinburgh
Subrata Ghosh, London 
William Greenhalf, Liverpool
Indra N Guha, Southampton
Gwo-Tzer Ho, Edinburgh
Anthony R Hobson, Salford
Lesley A Houghton, Manchester
Stefan G Hübscher, Birmingham
Robin Hughes, London
Pali Hungin, Stockton
David P Hurlstone, Sheffield
Rajiv Jalan, London
Janusz AZ Jankowski, Oxford
Brian T Johnston, Belfast
David EJ Jones, Newcastle
Roger Jones, London
Michael A Kamm, Harrow
Peter Karayiannis, London
Laurens Kruidenier, Harlow
Patricia F Lalor, Birmingham
Chee Hooi Lim, Midlands
Hong-Xiang Liu, Cambridge 
Yun Ma, London
Kenneth E L McColl, Glasgow
Stuart AC McDonald, London
Dermot P Mcgovern, Oxford
Giorgina Mieli-Vergani, London
Nikolai V Naoumov, London 
John P Neoptolemos, Liverpool 
James Neuberger, Birmingham
Philip Noel Newsome, Birmingham
Mark S Pearce, Newcastle Upon Tyne
D Mark Pritchard, Liverpool
Sakhawat Rahman, London
Stephen E Roberts, Swansea
Marco Senzolo, Padova
Soraya Shirazi-Beechey, Liverpool
Robert Sutton, Liverpool
Simon D Taylor-Robinson, London
Paris P Tekkis, London
Ulrich Thalheimer, London
David G Thompson, Salford
Nick P Thompson, Newcastle
Frank I Tovey, London 
Chris Tselepis, Birmingham
Diego Vergani, London
Geoffrey Warhurst, Salford
Alastair John Watson, Liverpool
Peter J Whorwell, Manchester
Roger Williams, London
Karen L Wright, Bath
Min Zhao, Foresterhill

Golo Ahlenstiel, Bethesda
BS Anand, Houston
M Ananthanarayanan, New York
Gavin E Arteel, Louisville
Jasmohan S Bajaj, Milwaukee 
Shashi Bala, Worcester
Subhas Banerjee, Palo Alto
Peter A Banks, Boston
Jamie S Barkin, Miami Beach
Kim E Barrett, San Diego
Marc D Basson, Detroit
Anthony J Bauer, Pittsburgh
Wallace F Berman, Durham
Timothy R Billiar, Pittsburgh
Edmund J Bini, New York
David G Binion, Milwaukee
Jennifer D Black, Buffalo 
Herbert L Bonkovsky, Charlotte
Carla W Brady, Durham
Andrea D Branch, New York
Robert S Bresalier, Houston
Alan L Buchman, Chicago
Ronald W Busuttil, Los Angeles
Alan Cahill, Philadelphia
John M Carethers, San Diego
David L Carr-Locke, Boston
Maurice A Cerulli, New York
Ravi S Chari, Nashville
Anping Chen, St. Louis
Jiande Chen, Galveston
Xian-Ming Chen, Omaha
Xin Chen, San Francisco
Ramsey Chi-man Cheung, Palo Alto
William D Chey, Ann Arbor
John Y Chiang, Rootstown
Parimal Chowdhury, Arkansas
Raymond T Chung, Boston
James M Church, Cleveland
Ram Chuttani, Boston
Mark G Clemens, Charlotte
Ana J Coito, Los Angeles
Vincent Coghlan, Beaverton
David Cronin II, New Haven
John Cuppoletti, Cincinnati
Mark J Czaja, New York
Peter V Danenberg, Los Angeles 
Kiron M Das, New Brunswick 
Conor P Delaney, Cleveland
Jose L del Pozo, Rochester
Sharon DeMorrow, Temple
Deborah L Diamond, Seattle
Douglas A Drossman, Chapel Hill
Katerina Dvorak, Tucson
Bijan Eghtesad, Cleveland
Hala El-Zimaity, Houston
Michelle Embree-Ku, Providence
Sukru Emre, New Haven
Douglas G Farmer, Los Angeles
Alessio Fasano, Baltimore
Ariel E Feldstein, Cleveland
Alessandro Fichera, Chicago
Robert L Fine, New York
Chris E Forsmark, Gainesville
Glenn T Furuta, Aurora
Chandrashekhar R Gandhi, Pittsburgh
Susan L Gearhart, Baltimore
Xupeng Ge, Boston
Xin Geng, New Brunswick
M Eric Gershwin, Suite
Jean-Francois Geschwind, Baltimore
Ignacio Gil-Bazo, New York
Shannon S Glaser, Temple
Ajay Goel, Dallas

United States
Manal F Abdelmalek, Durham
Gary A Abrams, Birmingham
Maria T Abreu, New York
Reid B Adams, Virginia

www.wjgnet.comⅥ 



Richard M Green, Chicago
Julia B Greer, Pittsburgh
James H Grendell, New York
David R Gretch, Seattle
Stefano Guandalini, Chicago
Anna S Gukovskaya, Los Angeles 
Sanjeev Gupta, Bronx
David J Hackam, Pittsburgh
Stephen B Hanauer, Chicago
Gavin Harewood, Rochester 
Margaret M Heitkemper, Washington
Alan W Hemming, Gainesville
Samuel B Ho, San Diego
Peter R Holt, New York
Colin W Howden, Chicago
Hongjin Huang, Alameda
Jamal A Ibdah, Columbia
Atif Iqbal, Omaha 
Hajime Isomoto, Rochester
Hartmut Jaeschke, Tucson
Cheng Ji, Los Angeles
Leonard R Johnson, Memphis
Peter J Kahrilas, Chicago 
Anthony N Kalloo, Baltimore
Marshall M Kaplan, Boston
Neil Kaplowitz, Los Angeles
Serhan Karvar, Los Angeles
Rashmi Kaul, Tulsa
Jonathan D Kaunitz, Los Angeles
Ali Keshavarzian, Chicago
Miran Kim, Providence
Joseph B Kirsner, Chicago 
Leonidas G Koniaris, Miami
Burton I Korelitz, New York
Robert J Korst, New York 
Richard A Kozarek, Seattle 
Alyssa M Krasinskas, Pittsburgh
Michael Kremer, Chapel Hill
Shiu-Ming Kuo, Buffalo 
Paul Y Kwo, Indianapolis
Daryl Tan Yeung Lau, Galvesto
Stephen J Lanspa, Omaha
Joel E Lavine, San Diego
Bret Lashner, Cleveland
Dirk J van Leeuwen, Lebanon
Glen A Lehman, Indianapolis
Alex B Lentsch, Cincinnati
Andreas Leodolter, La Jolla 
Gene LeSage, Houston
Josh Levitsky, Chicago
Cynthia Levy, Gainesville
Ming Li, New Orleans 
Zhiping Li, Baltimore
Zhe-Xiong Lian, Davis
Lenard M Lichtenberger, Houston
Gary R Lichtenstein, Philadelphia
Otto Schiueh-Tzang Lin, Seattle
Martin Lipkin, New York 
Chen Liu, Gainesville
Edward V Loftus, Rocheste
Robin G Lorenz, Birmingham
Michael R Lucey, Madison 
James D Luketich, Pittsburgh
Guangbin Luo, Cheveland
Henry T Lynch, Omaha
Patrick M Lynch, Houston
John S Macdonald, New York
Bruce V MacFadyen, Augusta
Willis C Maddrey, Dallas
Ashok Malani, Los Angeles
Mercedes Susan Mandell, Aurora
Peter J Mannon, Bethesda
Charles M Mansbach, Tennessee

John F Di Mari, Texas
John M Mariadason, Bronx
Jorge A Marrero, Ann Arbor
Paul Martin, New York
Paulo Ney Aguiar Martins, Boston
Wendy M Mars, Pittsburgh
Laura E Matarese, Pittsburgh
Richard W McCallum, Kansas
Beth A McCormick, Charlestown
Lynne V McFarland, Washington
Kevin McGrath, Pittsburgh
Harihara Mehendale, Monroe
Ali Mencin, New York
Fanyin Meng, Ohio
Stephan Menne, New York
Didier Merlin, Atlanta
Howard Mertz, Nashville
George W Meyer, Sacramento
George Michalopoulos, Pittsburgh
James M Millis, Chicago
Albert D Min, New York
Pramod K Mistry, New Haven
Emiko Mizoguchi, Boston
Smruti R Mohanty, Chicago
Satdarshan S Monga, Pittsburgh
Timothy H Moran, Baltimore 
Peter L Moses, Burlington
Steven F Moss, Providence
Andrew J Muir, Durham
Milton G Mutchnick, Detroit
Masaki Nagaya, Boston
Victor Navarro, Philadelphia
Laura E Nagy, Cleveland
Hiroshi Nakagawa, Philadelphia
Douglas B Nelson, Minneapolis 
Justin H Nguyen, Florida
Christopher O'Brien, Miami
Robert D Odze, Boston
Brant K Oelschlager, Washington
Curtis T Okamoto, Los Angeles
Stephen JD O’Keefe, Pittsburgh
Dimitry Oleynikov, Omaha
Stephen J Pandol, Los Angeles
Georgios Papachristou, Pittsburgh
Pankaj J Pasricha, Galveston
Zhiheng Pei, New York 
CS Pitchumoni, New Brunswiuc
Paul J Pockros, La Jolla
Jay Pravda, Gainesville
Massimo Raimondo, Jacksonville
GS Raju, Galveston
Raymund R Razonable, Minnesota
Murray B Resnick, Providence
Adrian Reuben, Charleston 
Douglas K Rex, Indianapolis
Victor E Reyes, Galveston
Basil Rigas, New York
Yehuda Ringel, Chapel Hill
Richard A Rippe, Chapel Hill
Maribel Rodriguez-Torres, Santurce
Marcos Rojkind, Washington
Philip Rosenthal, San Francisco
Barry Rosser, Jacksonville Florida
Hemant K Roy, Evanston
Sammy Saab, Los Angeles
Shawn D Safford, Norfolk
Dushyant V Sahani, Boston
James M Scheiman, Ann Arbor
Eugene R Schiff, Miami
Nicholas J Shaheen, Chapel Hill
Vanessa M Shami, Charlottesville
Prateek Sharma, Kansas City
Harvey L Sharp, Minneapolis

Stuart Sherman, Indianapolis 
Shivendra Shukla, Columbia
Alphonse E Sirica, Virginia
Shanthi V Sitaraman, Atlanta
Bronislaw L Slomiany, Newark
Stuart J Spechler, Dallas
Subbaramiah Sridhar, Augusta
Shanthi Srinivasan, Atlanta
Peter D Stevens, New York
Charmaine A Stewart, Rochester
Christian D Stone, Saint Louis
Gary D Stoner, Columbus 
R Todd Stravitz, Richmond
Liping Su, Chicago
Christina Surawicz, Seattle
Robert W Summers, Iowa City
Wing-Kin Syn, Durham
Gyongyi Szabo, Worcester
Yvette Taché, Los Angeles
Toku Takahashi, Milwaukee
Andrzej S Tarnawski, Orange
K-M Tchou-Wong, New York
Jonathan P Terdiman, San Francisco
Christopher C Thompson, Boston
Swan N Thung, New York
Michael Torbenson, Baltimore
Natalie J Torok, Sacramento
RA Travagli, Baton Rouge
George Triadafilopoulos, Stanford 
Chung-Jyi Tsai, Lexington
Janet Elizabeth Tuttle-Newhall, Durham
Andrew Ukleja, Florida
Michael F Vaezi, Nashville
Hugo E Vargas, Phoenix
Arnold Wald, Wisconsin
Scott A Waldman, Philadelphia
Jian-Ying Wang, Baltimore 
Junru Wang, Little Rock
Timothy C Wang, New York
Irving Waxman, Chicago
Steven A Weinman, Galveston
Steven D Wexner, Weston
Keith T Wilson, Baltimore
Jacqueline L Wolf, Boston
Jackie Wood, Ohio
George Y Wu, Farmington
Jian Wu, Sacramento
Samuel Wyllie, Houston
Wen Xie, Pittsburgh
Vijay Yajnik, Boston
Vincent W Yang, Atlanta
Francis Y Yao, San Francisco
Hal F Yee, San Francisco
Xiao-Ming Yin, Pittsburgh
Min You, Tampa
Zobair M Younossi, Virginia
Liqing Yu, Winston-Salem
David Yule, Rochester
Ruben Zamora, Pittsburgh
Michael E Zenilman, New York
Zhi Zhong, Chapel Hill
Michael A Zimmerman, Colorado
Stephen D Zucker, Cincinnati

Uruguay
Henry Cohen, Montevideo

[1]Passed away on October 20, 2007
[2]Passed away on June 11, 2007
[3]Passed away on June 14, 2008

www.wjgnet.com Ⅶ



Online Submissions: wjg.wjgnet.com                                          World J Gastroenterol  2009 March 7; 15(9): 1150-1152
wjg@wjgnet.com                                                                                            World Journal of Gastroenterology  ISSN 1007-9327
www.wjgnet.com                                                                                                     © 2009 The WJG Press and Baishideng. All rights reserved.

Instructions to authors

GENERAL INFORMATION
World Journal of  Gastroenterology (World J Gastroenterol ISSN 1007-9327 
CN 14-1219/R) is a weekly open-access (OA) peer-reviewed journal 
supported by an editorial board consisting of  1179 experts in 
gastroenterology and hepatology from 60 countries. 

The biggest advantage of  the OA model is that it provides free, full-
text articles in PDF and other formats for experts and the public without 
registration, which eliminates the obstacle that traditional journals possess 
and usually delays the speed of  the propagation and communication of  
scientific research results. The open access model has been proven to be 
a true approach that may achieve the ultimate goal of  the journals, i.e. the 
maximization of  the value to the readers, authors and society.

Maximization of  the value of  the readers can be comprehended in 
two ways. First, the journal publishes articles that can be directly read or 
downloaded free of  charge at any time, which attracts more readers. Second, 
the readers can apply the knowledge in clinical practice without delay after 
reading and understanding the information in their fields. In addition, the 
readers are encouraged to propose new ideas based on those of  the authors, 
or to provide viewpoints that are different from those of  the authors. Such 
discussions or debates among different schools of  thought will definitely 
boost advancements and developments in the fields. Maximization of  the 
value of  the authors refers to the fact that these journals provide a platform 
that promotes the speed of  propagation and communication to a maximum 
extent. This is also what the authors really need. Maximization of  the value 
of  the society refers to the maximal extent of  the social influences and 
impacts produced by the high quality original articles published in the journal. 
This is also the main purpose of  many journals around the world. 

The major task of  WJG is to rapidly report the most recent results 
in basic and clinical research on gastroenterology, hepatology, endoscopy 
and gastrointestinal surgery fields, specifically including autoimmune, 
cholestatic and biliary disease, esophageal, gastric and duodenal disorders, 
cirrhosis and its complications, celiac disease, dyspepsia, gastroesophageal 
reflux disease, esophageal and stomach cancers, carcinoma of  the colon 
and rectum, gastrointestinal bleeding, gastrointestinal infection, intestinal 
inflammation, intestinal microflora and immunity, irritable bowel 
syndrome; liver biology/pathobiology, liver failure, growth and cancer; 
liver failure/cirrhosis/portal hypertension, liver fibrosis; Helicobacter pylori, 
hepatitis B and C virus, hepatology elsewhere; pancreatic disorders, 
pancreas and biliary tract disease, pancreatic cancer; transplantation, 
genetics, epidemiology, microbiology and inflammatory disorders, 
molecular and cell biology, nutrition; geriatric gastroenterology, pediatric 
gastroenterology, steatohepatitis and metabolic liver disease; diagnosis and 
screening, endoscopy, imaging and advanced technology.

The columns in the issues of  WJG will be adjusted in 2009, which will 
include: (1) Editorial: To introduce and comment on the substantial advance 
and its importance in the fast-developing areas; (2) Frontier: To review the 
most representative achievements and comment on the current research 
status in the important fields, and propose directions for the future research; 
(3) Topic Highlight: This column consists of  three formats, including (A) 10 
invited review articles on a hot topic, (B) a commentary on common issues 
of  this hot topic, and (C) a commentary on the 10 individual articles; (4) 
Observation: To update the development of  old and new questions, highlight 
unsolved problems, and provide strategies on how to solve the questions; (5) 
Guidelines for Basic Research: To provide Guidelines for basic research; (6) 
Guidelines for Clinical Practice: To provide guidelines for clinical diagnosis 
and treatment; (7) Review: To systemically review the most representative 
progress and unsolved problems in the major scientific disciplines, comment 
on the current research status, and make suggestions on the future work; (8) 
Original Articles: To originally report the innovative and valuable findings 
in gastroenterology and hepatology; (9) Brief  Articles: To briefly report the 
novel and innovative findings in gastroenterology and hepatology; (10) Case 
Report: To report a rare or typical case; (11) Letters to the Editor: To discuss 
and make reply to the contributions published in WJG, or to introduce and 
comment on a controversial issue of  general interest; (12) Book Reviews: 
To introduce and comment on quality monographs of  gastroenterology 
and hepatology; (13) Guidelines: To introduce Consensuses and Guidelines 
reached by international and national academic authorities worldwide on 
basic research and clinical practice in gastroenterology and hepatology.

Indexed and abstracted in
Current Contents®/Clinical Medicine, Science Citation Index Expanded 
(also known as SciSearch®) and Journal Citation Reports/Science 
Edition, Index Medicus, MEDLINE and PubMed, Chemical Abstracts, 
EMBASE/Excerpta Medica, Abstracts Journals, Nature Clinical Practice 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, CAB Abstracts and Global Health. ISI 
JCR 2003-2000 IF: 3.318, 2.532, 1.445 and 0.993.

Published by
The WJG Press and Baishideng

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS
Manuscripts should be typed in 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt. Book Antiqua 
with ample margins. Number all pages consecutively, and start each of  
the following sections on a new page: Title Page, Abstract, Introduction, 
Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgements, 
References, Tables, Figures, and Figure Legends. Neither the editors nor 
the publisher are responsible for the opinions expressed by contributors. 
Manuscripts formally accepted for publication become the permanent 
property of  The WJG Press and Baishideng, and may not be reproduced 
by any means, in whole or in part, without the written permission of  
both the authors and the publisher. We reserve the right to copy-edit 
and put onto our website accepted manuscripts. Authors should follow 
the relevant guidelines for the care and use of  laboratory animals of  
their institution or national animal welfare committee. For the sake of  
transparency in regard to the performance and reporting of  clinical trials, 
we endorse the policy of  the International Committee of  Medical Journal 
Editors to refuse to publish papers on clinical trial results if  the trial 
was not recorded in a publicly-accessible registry at its outset. The only 
register now available, to our knowledge, is http://www. clinicaltrials.
gov sponsored by the United States National Library of  Medicine, and 
we encourage all potential contributors to register with it. However, in 
the event that other registers become available, you will be duly notified. 
A letter of  recommendation from each author’s organization should be 
provided with the contributed article to ensure the privacy and secrecy of  
research is protected.

Authors should retain one copy of  the text, tables, photographs 
and illustrations because rejected manuscripts will not be returned to the 
corresponding author(s) and the editors will not be responsible for loss or 
damage to photographs and illustrations sustained during mailing.

Online submissions
Manuscripts should be submitted through the Online Submission 
System at: http://wjg.wjgnet.com/wjg. Authors are highly recommended 
to consult the ONLINE INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS (http://
www.wjgnet.com/wjg/help/instructions.jsp) before attempting to 
submit online. For assistance, authors encountering problems with the 
Online Submission System may send an email describing the problem 
to submission@wjgnet.com, or by telephone: +86-10-85381892. If  
you submit your manuscript online, do not make a postal contribution. 
Repeated online submission for the same manuscript is strictly 
prohibited.

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
All contributions should be written in English. All articles must be 
submitted using word-processing software. All submissions must be 
typed in 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt. Book Antiqua with ample margins. 
Style should conform to our house format. Required information for 
each of  the manuscript sections is as follows:

Title page
Title: Title should be less than 12 words.

Running title: A short running title of  less than 6 words should be 
provided.

Authorship: Authorship credit should be in accordance with the 
standard proposed by International Committee of  Medical Journal 
Editors, based on (1) substantial contributions to conception and 
design, acquisition of  data, or analysis and interpretation of  data; (2) 
drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual 
content; and (3) final approval of  the version to be published. Authors 
should meet conditions 1, 2, and 3.

Institution: Author names should be given first, then the complete 
name of  institution, city, province and postcode. For example, Xu-
Chen Zhang, Li-Xin Mei, Department of  Pathology, Chengde Medical 
College, Chengde 067000, Hebei Province, China. One author may 
be represented from two institutions, for example, George Sgourakis, 
Department of  General, Visceral, and Transplantation Surgery, 
Essen 45122, Germany; George Sgourakis, 2nd Surgical Department, 
Korgialenio-Benakio Red Cross Hospital, Athens 15451, Greece

Author contributions: The format of  this section should be: Author 
contributions: Wang CL and Liang L contributed equally to this work; 
Wang CL, Liang L, Fu JF, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu XM designed 
the research; Wang CL, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu XM performed the 
research; Xue JZ and Lu JR contributed new reagents/analytic tools; 
Wang CL, Liang L and Fu JF analyzed the data; and Wang CL, Liang L 
and Fu JF wrote the paper.

Supportive foundations: The complete name and number of  



Instructions to authors                                                                                                                            1151

supportive foundations should be provided, e.g., Supported by National 
Natural Science Foundation of  China, No. 30224801

Correspondence to: Only one corresponding address should be 
provided. Author names should be given first, then author title, 
affiliation, the complete name of  institution, city, postcode, province, 
country, and email. All the letters in the email should be in lower 
case. A space interval should be inserted between country name and 
email address. For example, Montgomery Bissell, MD, Professor of  
Medicine, Chief, Liver Center, Gastroenterology Division, University 
of  California, Box 0538, San Francisco, CA 94143, United States. 
montgomery.bissell@ucsf.edu

Telephone and fax: Telephone and fax should consist of  +, country 
number, district number and telephone or fax number, e.g., Telephone: 
+86-10-59080039, Fax: +86-10-85381893

Peer reviewers: All articles received are subject to peer review. Normally, 
three experts are invited for each article. Decision for acceptance is made 
only when at least two experts recommend an article for publication. 
Reviewers for accepted manuscripts are acknowledged in each manuscript, 
and reviewers of  articles which were not accepted will be acknowledged 
at the end of  each issue. To ensure the quality of  the articles published in 
WJG, reviewers of  accepted manuscripts will be announced by publishing 
the name, title/position and institution of  the reviewer in the footnote 
accompanying the printed article. For example, reviewers: Professor Jing-
Yuan Fang, Shanghai Institute of  Digestive Disease, Shanghai, Affiliated 
Renji Hospital, Medical Faculty, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai, 
China; Professor Xin-Wei Han, Department of  Radiology, The First 
Affiliated Hospital, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, Henan Province, 
China; and Professor Anren Kuang, Department of  Nuclear Medicine, 
Huaxi Hospital, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China.

Abstract
There are unstructured abstracts (no more than 256 words) and 
structured abstracts (no more than 480). The specific requirements for 
structured abstracts are as follows: 

An informative, structured abstracts of  no more than 480 words 
should accompany each manuscript. Abstracts for original contributions 
should be structured into the following sections. AIM (no more than 20 
words): Only the purpose should be included. Please write the aim as the 
form of  “To investigate/study/…; MATERIALS AND METHODS (no 
more than 140 words); RESULTS (no more than 294 words): You should 
present P values where appropriate and must provide relevant data to 
illustrate how they were obtained, e.g. 6.92 ± 3.86 vs 3.61 ± 1.67, P < 0.001; 
CONCLUSION (no more than 26 words). Available from:http://www.
wjgnet.com/wjg/help/8.doc

Key words
Please list 5-10 key words, selected mainly from Index Medicus, which 
reflect the content of  the study.

Text
For articles of  these sections, original articles, rapid communication 
and case reports, the main text should be structured into the following 
sections: INTRODUCTION, MATERIALS AND METHODS, 
RESULTS and DISCUSSION, and should include appropriate Figures 
and Tables. Data should be presented in the main text or in Figures and 
Tables, but not in both. The main text format of  these sections, editorial, 
topic highlight, case report, letters to the editors, can be found at: http://
www.wjgnet.com/wjg/help/instructions.jsp. 

Illustrations
Figures should be numbered as 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned clearly 
in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each figure on a separate 
page. Detailed legends should not be provided under the figures. 
This part should be added into the text where the figures are 
applicable. Figures should be either Photoshop or Illustrator 
files (in tiff, eps, jpeg formats) at high-resolution. Examples can 
be found at : http ://www.wjgnet .com/1007-9327/13/4520.
pdf; http://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/13/4554.pdf; http://
www.w jgne t . com/1007 -9327/13/4891 .pd f ; h t tp : //www.
wjgnet .com/1007-9327/13/4986.pdf ; h t tp ://www.wjgnet .
com/1007-9327/13/4498.pdf. Keeping all elements compiled is 
necessary in line-art image. Scale bars should be used rather than 
magnification factors, with the length of  the bar defined in the legend 
rather than on the bar itself. File names should identify the figure and 
panel. Avoid layering type directly over shaded or textured areas. Please 
use uniform legends for the same subjects. For example: Figure 1 
Pathological changes in atrophic gastritis after treatment. A: ...; B: ...; C: 
...; D: ...; E: ...; F: ...; G: …etc. It is our principle to publish high resolution-
figures for the printed and E-versions.

Tables
Three-line tables should be numbered 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned 
clearly in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each table. Detailed 
legends should not be included under tables, but rather added into the 
text where applicable. The information should complement, but not 
duplicate the text. Use one horizontal line under the title, a second under 
column heads, and a third below the Table, above any footnotes. Vertical 
and italic lines should be omitted.

Notes in tables and illustrations
Data that are not statistically significant should not be noted. aP < 0.05, bP 
< 0.01 should be noted (P > 0.05 should not be noted). If  there are other 
series of  P values, cP < 0.05 and dP < 0.01 are used. A third series of  P 
values can be expressed as eP < 0.05 and fP < 0.01. Other notes in tables or 
under illustrations should be expressed as 1F, 2F, 3F; or sometimes as other 
symbols with a superscript (Arabic numerals) in the upper left corner. In a 
multi-curve illustration, each curve should be labeled with ●, ○, ■, □, ▲, △, 
etc., in a certain sequence.

Acknowledgments
Brief  acknowledgments of  persons who have made genuine contributions 
to the manuscript and who endorse the data and conclusions should be 
included. Authors are responsible for obtaining written permission to use 
any copyrighted text and/or illustrations.

REFERENCES
Coding system
The author should number the references in Arabic numerals according to 
the citation order in the text. Put reference numbers in square brackets in 
superscript at the end of  citation content or after the cited author’s name. 
For citation content which is part of  the narration, the coding number 
and square brackets should be typeset normally. For example, “Crohn’s  
disease (CD) is associated with increased intestinal permeability[1,2]”. If  
references are cited directly in the text, they should be put together within 
the text, for example, “From references[19,22-24], we know that...”

When the authors write the references, please ensure that the 
order in text is the same as in the references section, and also ensure 
the spelling accuracy of  the first author’s name. Do not list the same 
citation twice.

PMID and DOI
Pleased provide PubMed citation numbers to the reference list, e.g. PMID 
and DOI, which can be found at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/
entrez?db=pubmed and http://www.crossref.org/SimpleTextQuery/, 
respectively. The numbers will be used in E-version of  this journal.

Style for journal references
Authors: the name of  the first author should be typed in bold-faced 
letters. The family name of  all authors should be typed with the initial 
letter capitalized, followed by their abbreviated first and middle initials. 
(For example, Lian-Sheng Ma is abbreviated as Ma LS, Bo-Rong Pan 
as Pan BR). The title of  the cited article and italicized journal title 
(journal title should be in its abbreviated form as shown in PubMed), 
publication date, volume number (in black), start page, and end page 
[PMID: 11819634   DOI: 10.3748/wjg.13.5396].

Style for book references
Authors: the name of  the first author should be typed in bold-faced 
letters. The surname of  all authors should be typed with the initial letter 
capitalized, followed by their abbreviated middle and first initials. (For 
example, Lian-Sheng Ma is abbreviated as Ma LS, Bo-Rong Pan as Pan 
BR) Book title. Publication number. Publication place: Publication press, 
Year: start page and end page.

Format
Journals 
English journal article (list all authors and include the PMID where applicable)
1    Jung EM, Clevert DA, Schreyer AG, Schmitt S, Rennert J, Kubale R, 

Feuerbach S, Jung F. Evaluation of  quantitative contrast harmonic 
imaging to assess malignancy of  liver tumors: A prospective 
controlled two-center study. World J Gastroenterol 2007; 13: 
6356-6364 [PMID: 18081224   DOI: 10.3748/wjg.13.6356]

Chinese journal article (list all authors and include the PMID where applicable)
2    Lin GZ, Wang XZ, Wang P, Lin J, Yang FD. Immunologic effect 

of  Jianpi Yishen decoction in treatment of  Pixu-diarrhoea. Shijie 
Huaren Xiaohua Zazhi 1999; 7: 285-287

In press
3    Tian D, Araki H, Stahl E, Bergelson J, Kreitman M. Signature of  

balancing selection in Arabidopsis. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 2006; 
In press

Organization as author
4   Diabetes Prevention Program Research Group. Hypertension, 



insulin, and proinsulin in participants with impaired glucose 
tolerance. Hypertension 2002; 40: 679-686 [PMID: 12411462   
PMCID:2516377   DOI:10.1161/01.HYP.0000035706.28494.09]

Both personal authors and an organization as author 
5    Vallancien G, Emberton M, Harving N, van Moorselaar RJ; Alf-One 

Study Group. Sexual dysfunction in 1274 European men suffering 
from lower urinary tract symptoms. J Urol 2003; 169: 2257-2261 
[PMID: 12771764   DOI:10.1097/01.ju.0000067940.76090.73]

No author given
6    21st century heart solution may have a sting in the tail. BMJ 2002; 

325: 184 [PMID: 12142303   DOI:10.1136/bmj.325.7357.184]
Volume with supplement
7    Geraud G, Spierings EL, Keywood C. Tolerability and safety of  

frovatriptan with short- and long-term use for treatment of  
migraine and in comparison with sumatriptan. Headache 2002; 42 
Suppl 2: S93-99 [PMID: 12028325   DOI:10.1046/j.1526-4610.42.
s2.7.x]

Issue with no volume
8    Banit DM, Kaufer H, Hartford JM. Intraoperative frozen section 

analysis in revision total joint arthroplasty. Clin Orthop Relat Res 
2002; (401): 230-238 [PMID: 12151900   DOI:10.1097/00003086-
200208000-00026]

No volume or issue
9    Outreach: Bringing HIV-positive individuals into care. HRSA 

Careaction 2002; 1-6 [PMID: 12154804]

Books
Personal author(s)
10   Sherlock S, Dooley J. Diseases of  the liver and billiary system. 9th 

ed. Oxford: Blackwell Sci Pub, 1993: 258-296
Chapter in a book (list all authors)
11   Lam SK. Academic investigator’s perspectives of  medical treatment 

for peptic ulcer. In: Swabb EA, Azabo S. Ulcer disease: investigation 
and basis for therapy. New York: Marcel Dekker, 1991: 431-450

Author(s) and editor(s)
12   Breedlove GK, Schorfheide AM. Adolescent pregnancy. 2nd 

ed. Wieczorek RR, editor. White Plains (NY): March of  Dimes 
Education Services, 2001: 20-34

Conference proceedings
13     Harnden P, Joffe JK, Jones WG, editors. Germ cell tumours V. 

Proceedings of  the 5th Germ cell tumours Conference; 2001 Sep 
13-15; Leeds, UK. New York: Springer, 2002: 30-56

Conference paper
14   Christensen S, Oppacher F. An analysis of  Koza's computational 

effort statistic for genetic programming. In: Foster JA, Lutton E, 
Miller J, Ryan C, Tettamanzi AG, editors. Genetic programming. 
EuroGP 2002: Proceedings of  the 5th European Conference on 
Genetic Programming; 2002 Apr 3-5; Kinsdale, Ireland. Berlin: 
Springer, 2002: 182-191

Electronic journal (list all authors)
15   Morse SS. Factors in the emergence of  infectious diseases. Emerg 

Infect Dis serial online, 1995-01-03, cited 1996-06-05; 1(1): 24 
screens. Available from: URL: http//www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/
eid.htm

Patent (list all authors)
16   Pagedas AC, inventor; Ancel Surgical R&D Inc., assignee. Flexible 

endoscopic grasping and cutting device and positioning tool 
assembly. United States patent US 20020103498. 2002 Aug 1

Statistical data
Write as mean ± SD or mean ± SE.

Statistical expression
Express t test as t (in italics), F test as F (in italics), chi square test as χ2 
(in Greek), related coefficient as r (in italics), degree of  freedom as υ (in 
Greek), sample number as n (in italics), and probability as P (in italics).

Units
Use SI units. For example: body mass, m (B) = 78 kg; blood pressure, 
p (B) = 16.2/12.3 kPa; incubation time, t (incubation) = 96 h, blood 
glucose concentration, c (glucose) 6.4 ± 2.1 mmol/L; blood CEA mass 
concentration, p (CEA) = 8.6 24.5 mg/L; CO2 volume fraction, 50 mL/L 
CO2, not 5% CO2; likewise for 40 g/L formaldehyde, not 10% formalin; 
and mass fraction, 8 ng/g, etc. Arabic numerals such as 23, 243, 641 
should be read 23 243 641.

The format for how to accurately write common units and quantums 
can be found at: http://www.wjgnet.com/wjg/help/14.doc.

Abbreviations
Standard abbreviations should be defined in the abstract and on first 

mention in the text. In general, terms should not be abbreviated unless they 
are used repeatedly and the abbreviation is helpful to the reader. Permissible 
abbreviations are listed in Units, Symbols and Abbreviations: A Guide 
for Biological and Medical Editors and Authors (Ed. Baron DN, 1988) 
published by The Royal Society of  Medicine, London. Certain commonly 
used abbreviations, such as DNA, RNA, HIV, LD50, PCR, HBV, ECG, 
WBC, RBC, CT, ESR, CSF, IgG, ELISA, PBS, ATP, EDTA, mAb, can be 
used directly without further explanation.

Italics
Quantities: t time or temperature, c concentration, A area, l length, m 
mass, V volume.
Genotypes: gyrA, arg 1, c myc, c fos, etc.
Restriction enzymes: EcoRI, HindI, BamHI, Kbo I, Kpn I, etc.
Biology: H pylori, E coli, etc.

SUBMISSION OF THE REVISED MANUSCRIPTS AFTER 
ACCEPTED
Please revise your article according to the revision policies of  WJG. The 
revised version including manuscript and high-resolution image figures 
(if  any) should be copied on a floppy or compact disk. The author 
should send the revised manuscript, along with printed high-resolution 
color or black and white photos, copyright transfer letter, and responses 
to the reviewers by courier (such as EMS/DHL).

Editorial Office 
World Journal of Gastroenterology
Editorial Department: Room 903, Building D, 
Ocean International Center, 
No.62 Dongsihuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing 100025, China
E-mail: wjg@wjgnet.com
http://www.wjgnet.com
Telephone: +86-10-59080039
Fax: +86-10-85381893

Language evaluation 
The language of  a manuscript will be graded before it is sent for revision. 
(1) Grade A: priority publishing; (2) Grade B: minor language polishing; 
(3) Grade C: a great deal of  language polishing needed; (4) Grade D: 
rejected. Revised articles should reach Grade A or B.

Copyright assignment form
Please download a Copyright assignment form from http://www.
wjgnet.com/wjg/help/10.doc.

Responses to reviewers
Please revise your article according to the comments/suggestions provided 
by the reviewers. The format for responses to the reviewers’ comments can 
be found at: http://www.wjgnet.com/wjg/help/9.doc.

Proof of financial support
For paper supported by a foundation, authors should provide a copy of  
the document and serial number of  the foundation.

Links to documents related to the manuscript 
WJG will be initiating a platform to promote dynamic interactions between 
the editors, peer reviewers, readers and authors. After a manuscript is 
published online, links to the PDF version of  the submitted manuscript, 
the peer-reviewers’ report and the revised manuscript will be put on-
line. Readers can make comments on the peer reviewer’s report, authors’ 
responses to peer reviewers, and the revised manuscript. We hope that 
authors will benefit from this feedback and be able to revise the manuscript 
accordingly in a timely manner.

Science news releases
Authors of  accepted manuscripts are suggested to write a science 
news item to promote their articles. The news will be released rapidly 
at EurekAlert/AAAS (http://www.eurekalert.org). The title for news 
items should be less than 90 characters; the summary should be less 
than 75 words; and main body less than 500 words. Science news items 
should be lawful, ethical, and strictly based on your original content 
with an attractive title and interesting pictures.

Publication fee
Authors of  accepted articles must pay a publication fee.
EDITORIAL, TOPIC HIGHLIGHTS, BOOK REVIEWS and 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are published free of  charge.

1152     ISSN 1007-9327      CN 14-1219/R      World J Gastroenterol      March 7, 2009      Volume 15     Number 9



Instructions to authors

GENERAL INFORMATION
Gastrointestinal Cancer Review Letters (GCRL) is a monthly open-access 
(OA) peer-reviewed journal supported by an editorial board consisting 
of  116 experts in gastroenterology from 25 countries.

The biggest advantage of  the OA model is that it provides free, 
full-text articles in PDF and other formats for experts and the public 
without registration, which eliminates the obstacle that traditional 
journals possess and usually delays the speed of  the propagation and 
communication of  scientific research results. The open access model 
has been proven to be a true approach that may achieve the ultimate 
goal of  the journals, i.e. the maximization of  the value to the readers, 
authors and society.

Maximization of  the value of  the readers can be comprehended 
in two ways. First, the journal publishes articles that can be directly 
read or downloaded free of  charge at any time, which attracts more 
readers. Second, the readers can apply the knowledge in clinical practice 
without delay after reading and understanding the information in 
their fields. In addition, the readers are encouraged to propose new 
ideas based on those of  the authors, or to provide viewpoints that are 
different from those of  the authors. Such discussions or debates among 
different schools of  thought will definitely boost advancements and 
developments in the fields. Maximization of  the value of  the authors 
refers to the fact that these journals provide a platform that promotes 
the speed of  propagation and communication to a maximum extent. 
This is also what the authors really need. Maximization of  the value 
of  the society refers to the maximal extent of  the social influences and 
impacts produced by the high quality original articles published in the 
journal. This is also the main purpose of  many journals around the 
world.

The major task of  GCRL is to rapidly report the most recent 
results in basic and clinical research on gastroenterology, endoscopy and 
gastrointestinal surgery fields, specifically including esophageal, gastric 
and duodenal disorders, celiac disease, dyspepsia, gastroesophageal 
reflux disease, esophageal and stomach cancers, carcinoma of  the 
colon and rectum, gastrointestinal bleeding, gastrointestinal infection, 
intestinal inflammation, intestinal microflora and immunity, irritable 
bowel syndrome, Helicobacter pylori infection, transplantation, genetics, 
epidemiology, microbiology and inflammatory disorders, molecular 
and cell biology, nutrition, geriatric gastroenterology, pediatric 
gastroenterology, diagnosis and screening, endoscopy, imaging and 
advanced technology.

The columns in the issues of  GCRL will include: (1) Editorial: To 
introduce and comment on the substantial advance and its importance in 
the fast-developing areas; (2) Frontier: To review the most representative 
achievements and comment on the current research status in the important 
fields, and propose directions for the future research; (3) Topic Highlight: 
This column consists of  three formats, including (A) 10 invited review 
articles on a hot topic, (B) a commentary on common issues of  this hot 
topic, and (C) a commentary on the 10 individual articles; (4) Observation: 
To update the development of  old and new questions, highlight unsolved 
problems, and provide strategies on how to solve the questions; (5) 
Guidelines for Basic Research: To provide Guidelines for basic research; (6) 
Guidelines for Clinical Practice: To provide guidelines for clinical diagnosis 
and treatment; (7) Review: To systemically review the most representative 
progress and unsolved problems in the major scientific disciplines, 
comment on the current research status, and make suggestions on the 
future work; (8) Original Articles: To originally report the innovative and 
valuable findings in gastrointestinal cancer; (9) Brief  Articles: To briefly 
report the novel and innovative findings in gastrointestinal cancer; (10) 
Case Report: To report a rare or typical case; (11) Letters to the Editor: 
To discuss and make reply to the contributions published in GCRL, or to 
introduce and comment on a controversial issue of  general interest; (12) 
Book Reviews: To introduce and comment on quality monographs of  
gastrointestinal cancer; (13) Guidelines: To introduce Consensuses and 
Guidelines reached by international and national academic authorities 
worldwide on basic research and clinical practice in gastrointestinal cancer.

Published by
The WJG Press and Baishideng

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS
Manuscripts should be typed in 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt. Book 
Antiqua with ample margins. Number all pages consecutively, 
and start each of  the following sections on a new page: Title Page, 
Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, 
Acknowledgements, References, Tables, Figures, and Figure Legends. 
Neither the editors nor the publisher are responsible for the opinions 

expressed by contributors. Manuscripts formally accepted for 
publication become the permanent property of  The WJG Press, and 
may not be reproduced by any means, in whole or in part, without 
the written permission of  both the authors and the publisher. We 
reserve the right to copy-edit and put onto our website accepted 
manuscripts. Authors should follow the relevant guidelines for the 
care and use of  laboratory animals of  their institution or national 
animal welfare committee. For the sake of  transparency in regard to 
the performance and reporting of  clinical trials, we endorse the policy 
of  the International Committee of  Medical Journal Editors to refuse 
to publish papers on clinical trial results if  the trial was not recorded 
in a publicly-accessible registry at its outset. The only register now 
available, to our knowledge, is http://www. clinicaltrials.gov sponsored 
by the United States National Library of  Medicine and we encourage 
all potential contributors to register with it. However, in the case that 
other registers become available you will be duly notified. A letter of  
recommendation from each author’s organization should be provided 
with the contributed article to ensure the privacy and secrecy of  
research is protected.

Authors should retain one copy of  the text, tables, photographs 
and illustrations because rejected manuscripts will not be returned 
to the author(s) and the editors will not be responsible for loss or 
damage to photographs and illustrations sustained during mailing.

Online submissions
Manuscripts should be submitted through the Online Submission 
System at: gcrl@wjgnet.com. Authors are highly recommended to 
consult the ONLINE INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS (http://
www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/news/GCRL-1.pdf) before attempting to 
submit online. For assistance, authors encountering problems with the 
Online Submission System may send an email describing the problem 
to gcrl@wjgnet.com, or by telephone: +86-10-85381892. If  you submit 
your manuscript online, do not make a postal contribution. Repeated 
online submission for the same manuscript is strictly prohibited.

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
All contributions should be written in English. All articles must be 
submitted using word-processing software. All submissions must be 
typed in 1.5 line spacing and 12 pt. Book Antiqua with ample margins. 
Style should conform to our house format. Required information for 
each of  the manuscript sections is as follows:

Title page
Title: Title should be less than 12 words.

Running title: A short running title of  less than 6 words should be 
provided.

Authorship: Authorship credit should be in accordance with the 
standard proposed by International Committee of  Medical Journal 
Editors, based on (1) substantial contributions to conception and 
design, acquisition of  data, or analysis and interpretation of  data; (2) 
drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual 
content; and (3) final approval of  the version to be published. Authors 
should meet conditions 1, 2, and 3.

Institution: Author names should be given first, then the complete 
name of  institution, city, province and postcode. For example, Xu-
Chen Zhang, Li-Xin Mei, Department of  Pathology, Chengde Medical 
College, Chengde 067000, Hebei Province, China. One author may 
be represented from two institutions, for example, George Sgourakis, 
Department of  General, Visceral, and Transplantation Surgery, 
Essen 45122, Germany; George Sgourakis, 2nd Surgical Department, 
Korgialenio-Benakio Red Cross Hospital, Athens 15451, Greece

Author contributions: The format of  this section should be: Author 
contributions: Wang CL and Liang L contributed equally to this work; 
Wang CL, Liang L, Fu JF, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu XM designed 
the research; Wang CL, Zou CC, Hong F and Wu XM performed the 
research; Xue JZ and Lu JR contributed new reagents/analytic tools; 
Wang CL, Liang L and Fu JF analyzed the data; and Wang CL, Liang 
L and Fu JF wrote the paper.

Supportive foundations: The complete name and number of  
supportive foundations should be provided, e.g., Supported by 
National Natural Science Foundation of  China, No. 30224801

Correspondence to: Only one corresponding address should be 
provided. Author names should be given first, then author title, 
affiliation, the complete name of  institution, city, postcode, province, 
country, and email. All the letters in the email should be in lower 

gcrl@wjgnet.com                                                                                                                                                  Gastrointestinal Cancer Review Letters
www.wjgnet.com                                                                                                                               © 2009 The WJG Press and Baishideng. All rights reserved.



case. A space interval should be inserted between country name and 
email address. For example, Montgomery Bissell, MD, Professor of  
Medicine, Chief, Liver Center, Gastroenterology Division, University 
of  California, Box 0538, San Francisco, CA 94143, United States. 
montgomery.bissell@ucsf.edu

Telephone and fax: Telephone and fax should consist of  +, 
country number, district number and telephone or fax number, e.g., 
Telephone: +86-10-59080039, Fax: +86-10-85381893

Peer reviewers: All articles received are subject to peer review. 
Normally, three experts are invited for each article. Decision for 
acceptance is made only when at least two experts recommend an article 
for publication. Reviewers for accepted manuscripts are acknowledged 
in each manuscript, and reviewers of  articles which were not accepted 
will be acknowledged at the end of  each issue. To ensure the quality of  
the articles published in GCRL, reviewers of  accepted manuscripts will 
be announced by publishing the name, title/position and institution 
of  the reviewer in the footnote accompanying the printed article. For 
example, reviewers: Professor Jing-Yuan Fang, Shanghai Institute of  
Digestive Disease, Shanghai, Affiliated Renji Hospital, Medical Faculty, 
Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai, China; Professor Xin-Wei Han, 
Department of  Radiology, The First Affiliated Hospital, Zhengzhou 
University, Zhengzhou, Henan Province, China; and Professor Anren 
Kuang, Department of  Nuclear Medicine, Huaxi Hospital, Sichuan 
University, Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China.

Abstract
There are unstructured abstracts (no more than 256 words) and 
structured abstracts (no more than 480). The specific requirements for 
structured abstracts are as follows: 

An informative, structured abstracts of  no more than 480 words 
should accompany each manuscript. Abstracts for original contributions 
should be structured into the following sections. AIM (no more than 
20 words): Only the purpose should be included. Please write the 
aim as the form of  “To investigate/study/…; MATERIALS AND 
METHODS (no more than 140 words); RESULTS (no more than 
294 words): You should present P values where appropriate and must 
provide relevant data to illustrate how they were obtained, e.g. 6.92 ± 3.86 
vs 3.61 ± 1.67, P < 0.001; CONCLUSION (no more than 26 words). 
Available from:http://www.wjgnet.com/wjg/help/8.doc

Key words
Please list 5-10 key words, selected mainly from Index Medicus, which 
reflect the content of  the study.

Text
For articles of  these sections, original articles, rapid communication 
and case reports, the main text should be structured into the following 
sections: INTRODUCTION, MATERIALS AND METHODS, 
RESULTS and DISCUSSION, and should include appropriate Figures 
and Tables. Data should be presented in the main text or in Figures 
and Tables, but not in both. The main text format of  these sections, 
editorial, topic highlight, case report, letters to the editors, can be found 
at: http://www.wjgnet.com/wjg/help/instructions.jsp. 

Illustrations
Figures should be numbered as 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned clearly 
in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each figure on a separate 
page. Detailed legends should not be provided under the figures. 
This part should be added into the text where the figures are 
applicable. Figures should be either Photoshop or Illustrator 
files (in tiff, eps, jpeg formats) at high-resolution. Examples can 
be found at: http://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/13/4520.
pdf; http://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327/13/4554.pdf; http://
www.wjgnet . com/1007-9327/13/4891 .pdf ; h t tp ://www.
wjgnet .com/1007-9327/13/4986.pdf; http://www.wjgnet .
com/1007-9327/13/4498.pdf. Keeping all elements compiled is 
necessary in line-art image. Scale bars should be used rather than 
magnification factors, with the length of  the bar defined in the legend 
rather than on the bar itself. File names should identify the figure and 
panel. Avoid layering type directly over shaded or textured areas. Please 
use uniform legends for the same subjects. For example: Figure 1 
Pathological changes in atrophic gastritis after treatment. A: ...; B: ...; C: ...; 
D: ...; E: ...; F: ...; G: …etc. It is our principle to publish high resolution-
figures for the printed and E-versions.

Tables
Three-line tables should be numbered 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned 
clearly in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each table. Detailed 

legends should not be included under tables, but rather added into 
the text where applicable. The information should complement, but 
not duplicate the text. Use one horizontal line under the title, a second 
under column heads, and a third below the Table, above any footnotes. 
Vertical and italic lines should be omitted.

Notes in tables and illustrations
Data that are not statistically significant should not be noted. aP < 0.05, bP 
< 0.01 should be noted (P > 0.05 should not be noted). If  there are other 
series of  P values, cP < 0.05 and dP < 0.01 are used. A third series of  P 
values can be expressed as eP < 0.05 and fP < 0.01. Other notes in tables 
or under illustrations should be expressed as 1F, 2F, 3F; or sometimes 
as other symbols with a superscript (Arabic numerals) in the upper left 
corner. In a multi-curve illustration, each curve should be labeled with ●, ○, 
■, □, ▲, △, etc., in a certain sequence.

Acknowledgments
Brief  acknowledgments of  persons who have made genuine 
contributions to the manuscript and who endorse the data and 
conclusions should be included. Authors are responsible for obtaining 
written permission to use any copyrighted text and/or illustrations.

REFERENCES
Coding system
The author should number the references in Arabic numerals according to 
the citation order in the text. Put reference numbers in square brackets in 
superscript at the end of  citation content or after the cited author’s name. 
For citation content which is part of  the narration, the coding number 
and square brackets should be typeset normally. For example, “Crohn’
s disease (CD) is associated with increased intestinal permeability[1,2]”. If  
references are cited directly in the text, they should be put together within 
the text, for example, “From references[19,22-24], we know that...”

When the authors write the references, please ensure that the 
order in text is the same as in the references section, and also ensure 
the spelling accuracy of  the first author’s name. Do not list the same 
citation twice. 

PMID and DOI
Pleased provide PubMed citation numbers to the reference list, 
e.g. PMID and DOI, which can be found at http://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/sites/entrez?db=pubmed and http://www.crossref.org/
SimpleTextQuery/, respectively. The numbers will be used in E-version 
of  this journal.

Style for journal references
Authors: the name of  the first author should be typed in bold-faced 
letters. The family name of  all authors should be typed with the initial 
letter capitalized, followed by their abbreviated first and middle initials. 
(For example, Lian-Sheng Ma is abbreviated as Ma LS, Bo-Rong Pan 
as Pan BR). The title of  the cited article and italicized journal title 
(journal title should be in its abbreviated form as shown in PubMed), 
publication date, volume number (in black), start page, and end page 
[PMID: 11819634   DOI: 10.3748/wjg.13.5396].

Style for book references
Authors: the name of  the first author should be typed in bold-faced 
letters. The surname of  all authors should be typed with the initial 
letter capitalized, followed by their abbreviated middle and first initials. 
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English journal article (list all authors and include the PMID where applicable)
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2 Lin GZ, Wang XZ, Wang P, Lin J, Yang FD. Immunologic effect 

of  Jianpi Yishen decoction in treatment of  Pixu-diarrhoea. Shijie 
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Books
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1991: 431-450

Author(s) and editor(s)
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ed. Wieczorek RR, editor. White Plains (NY): March of  Dimes 
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Conference proceedings
13 Harnden P, Joffe JK, Jones WG, editors. Germ cell tumours V. 
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Conference paper
14 Christensen S, Oppacher F. An analysis of  Koza's computational 

effort statistic for genetic programming. In: Foster JA, Lutton E, 
Miller J, Ryan C, Tettamanzi AG, editors. Genetic programming. 
EuroGP 2002: Proceedings of  the 5th European Conference on 
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Infect Dis serial online, 1995-01-03, cited 1996-06-05; 1(1): 24 
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Patent (list all authors)
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Statistical data
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Abbreviations
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they are used repeatedly and the abbreviation is helpful to the reader. 
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A Guide for Biological and Medical Editors and Authors (Ed. Baron 
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The biggest advantage of  the OA model is that it provides free, 
full-text articles in PDF and other formats for experts and the public 
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fields, and propose directions for the future research; (3) Topic Highlight: 
This column consists of  three formats, including (A) 10 invited review 
articles on a hot topic, (B) a commentary on common issues of  this hot 
topic, and (C) a commentary on the 10 individual articles; (4) Observation: 
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Case Report: To report a rare or typical case; (11) Letters to the Editor: 
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Text
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Figures should be numbered as 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned clearly 
in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each figure on a separate 
page. Detailed legends should not be provided under the figures. 
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applicable. Figures should be either Photoshop or Illustrator 
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Tables
Three-line tables should be numbered 1, 2, 3, etc., and mentioned 
clearly in the main text. Provide a brief  title for each table. Detailed 
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the text where applicable. The information should complement, but 
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Notes in tables and illustrations
Data that are not statistically significant should not be noted. aP < 0.05, bP 
< 0.01 should be noted (P > 0.05 should not be noted). If  there are other 
series of  P values, cP < 0.05 and dP < 0.01 are used. A third series of  P 
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for publication. Reviewers for accepted manuscripts are acknowledged 
in each manuscript, and reviewers of  articles which were not accepted 
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Tables
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Notes in tables and illustrations
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